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           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the omnibus appropriations bill approved by             Congress includes $3.15 million in fiscal year 2005 federal assistance             for transportation and transit projects in Berkshire County.

           "There is a great need for good, reliable bus service           in Berkshire County," Olver said. "Much of this funding           will help improve public transportation access for people to get to           their jobs, school, childcare and the doctor."

           Olver added, "I am pleased that this funding will give a boost           to local tourism. Berkshire County is rich in cultural and natural           assets, from Hancock Shaker Village to scenic roadways that invite           people to explore the region."

           Olver is the ranking member of the Transportation-Treasury           Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked to secure           the funding in the omnibus bill, a package of spending bills. The U.S.           House of Representatives and Senate approved the omnibus bill on Nov.           20. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds the majority of the federal           government's domestic activities. The omnibus now goes to the           president's desk for his signature.

           Federal transportation assistance in the FY05 omnibus           bill for Berkshire County includes:

$1.47 million for Berkshire Regional Transit Authority           (BRTA)

           The funding will help purchase new buses, upgrade           a storage facility and install new bus shelters. Of the funding, $1.08           million will assist with the purchase of five new BRTA buses, which           will complete their fleet replacement program. The funding includes           $244,000 to upgrade the BRTA facility at Downing Parkway including           resurfacing the driveway, replacing the building's HVAC system,           installing two bus lifts in the garage and installing a new bus washer.           In addition, $150,000 will be used to install about 15 new bus shelters           throughout Berkshire County.

           For more information, contact Chuck MacNeil, BRTA,           at 413-499-2782, ext. 21.

$450,000 for Transportation Association of Northern           Berkshire (TANB)

           This funding will support transportation activities           conducted by the Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB)           Inc., a non-profit organization that works to improve public transportation           access for residents living in the towns of Florida, Clarksburg, Savoy,           Cheshire, North Adams, Adams and Williamstown. TANB began as a Dial-A-Ride           program in July 2002 to provide work-related transportation to residents           in these communities who cannot provide their own transportation or           cannot use other public transit services. 

           New funding will allow TANB to:

    -              create a new service using van pools and ride sharing           to expand the ways that people can get to work,

    -             increase its employment ridership services above           the current level of 3,000 trips per month,

    -              develop feeder services and short transportation           connections to enable individuals to better utilize established fixed-route           transit services, and

    -              establish specialized transportation services with           employment training providers to help residents receive new training           or enhance their existing skills.

           TANB coordinates its efforts through the Community           Transportation Center in North Adams, which also serves as a clearinghouse           for local transportation information. 

           For more information, contact Jana Brule, TANB, at           413-664-0300.

$215,000 for Hancock Shaker Village

           The funding will go toward Hancock Shaker Village's plans to           complete a natural buffer to Route 20 consisting of trees, shrubs and           flowers, and to create an educational trail system. 

           Hancock Shaker Village is western Massachusetts' only living           history museum and the largest, most comprehensively interpreted Shaker           site with 20 historic buildings and a modern visitor center. It preserves           1,200 acres of farm, meadow, woodland, watershed and hiking trails.           The collection includes more than 20,000 objects and an extensive research           library and archives. 

           Route 20 cuts through Hancock Shaker Village. Originally           a small dirt road, Route 20 now is a major highway linking Pittsfield           and Albany, N.Y. The highway provides easy access for visitors, but           noise and traffic detracts from the experience. Also, the highway is           a safety hazard for pedestrians. In addition to beautifying the village,           the buffer would more clearly define crossing areas for the public. 
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           The village also plans to complete a trail system           and create a related environmental education interpretive program.           Hancock currently interprets and conducts programs on only 50 of its           1,200 acres. The village will create a fully-accessible, one-mile long           educational and recreational Shaker Farm and Forest Trail, opening           some fields and woodlands to visitors for the first time. Open all           four seasons and barrier-free, the trail will allow visitors to travel           by foot, wheelchair, skis, wagon and sleigh. 

           For more information, contact Ellen Spear, Hancock           Shaker Village, at 413-443-0188.

$140,000 for scenic and historic preservation on           the Mohawk Trail

           The funding will assist with the preservation of           historic structures along the Mohawk Trail, which is a state scenic           byway. A previous assessment indicates that there are at least 44 structures           eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places           along the byway. Many structures, such as barns, homes, churches and           public buildings, are suffering from deterioration. Some date from           the colonial and Victorian eras. Preserving these historic structures           is critical to maintaining a healthy tourist base in western Massachusetts.

           For more information, contact Nat Karns, Berkshire           Regional Planning Commission, at 413-442-1521.

$175,000 to develop a corridor management plan for           Route 112

           Route 112 was recently designated as a state scenic           byway. This funding will be used to develop the required corridor management           plan with the goal of enhancing the scenic value and usage of Route           112, which runs from Colrain to the Jacobs Ladder Trail in Huntington.           The byway is home to historic town centers, working farms, scenic rivers,           forests and mountains. The corridor is rich in natural and cultural           resources, historic villages and structures, and scenic areas. It also           connects with two other scenic byways: the Mohawk Trail and the Jacob's           Ladder Trail. Route 112 is also a popular auto-touring route during           the fall foliage season. The purpose of the Route 112 project is to           recognize, interpret, preserve and promote the unique scenic, cultural,           archeological, natural and recreational resources of the byway.

           For more information contact, Beth Giannini, Franklin           Regional Council of Government, at 413-774-1194, ext. 104 or Chris           Curtis, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, at 413-781-6045. 

$700,000 to expand the New England High Speed Rail           Corridor plan to include western Massachusetts

           Currently, the New England High Speed Rail Corridor           plan includes a hub in Boston serving Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont           and Canada. Currently, the plan includes a route from Boston to Portland,           Maine and a route from Boston to Montreal, Canada. 

           This new funding would expand the corridor plan to           include many large communities in Massachusetts, Connecticut and New           York that would greatly benefit from being part of a high-speed rail           corridor. Specifically, the New England High Speed Rail Corridor plan           will be expanded to include train routes from Boston via Worcester           and Springfield to Albany, N.Y. and from Springfield via Hartford to           New Haven, Conn. 

          ###
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